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A brake is called self-energizing if it ljses the rotational force of the wheel to help stop the automobile. On
this type of brake, the primary shoe contacts the drum, and the force travels through the adjuster link on
the bottom to the secondary shoe. The secondary shoe wedges against the drum, stopped by an anchor
pin and hydraulic pressure. On a self-energizing brake, the secondary shoe does approximately 70% of the
braking. It has a longer lining than the primary shoe.

This type of brake is found on most drum-brake systems.
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The non-energizing brake does not use the rotational force of the wheels to help stop the car. With disc
brakes, one or more pistons in the caliper press the pads against the rotor, braking the car. On non-
energizing drum brakes, a fixed anchor between the brake shoes prevents the rotational force from the
leading shoe from transmitting to the trailing shoe. Seventy-percent of the braking action on this type of
brake comes From the leading shoe.
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